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NATIONAL CHARACTER COUNTS
WEEK

The resolution (S. Res. 658) desig-
nating the week beginning October 17,
2010, as ‘‘National Character Counts
Week’ was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 658

Whereas the well-being of the United
States requires that the young people of the
United States become an involved, caring
citizenry of good character;

Whereas the character education of chil-
dren has become more urgent, as violence by
and against youth increasingly threatens the
physical and psychological well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas more than ever, children need
strong and constructive guidance from their
families and their communities, including
schools, youth organizations, religious insti-
tutions, and civic groups;

Whereas the character of a nation is only
as strong as the character of its individual
citizens;

Whereas the public good is advanced when
young people are taught the importance of
good character and the positive effects that
good character can have in personal relation-
ships, in school, and in the workplace;

Whereas scholars and educators agree that
people do not automatically develop good
character and that, therefore, conscientious
efforts must be made by institutions and in-
dividuals that influence youth to help young
people develop the essential traits and char-
acteristics that comprise good character;

Whereas although character development
is, first and foremost, an obligation of fami-
lies, the efforts of faith communities,
schools, and youth, civic, and human service
organizations also play an important role in
fostering and promoting good character;

Whereas Congress encourages students,
teachers, parents, youth, and community
leaders to recognize the importance of char-
acter education in preparing young people to
play a role in determining the future of the
United States;

Whereas effective character education is
based on core ethical values, which form the
foundation of a democratic society;

Whereas examples of character are trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness,
caring, citizenship, and honesty;

Whereas elements of character transcend
cultural, religious, and socioeconomic dif-
ferences;

Whereas the character and conduct of our
youth reflect the character and conduct of
society, and, therefore, every adult has the
responsibility to teach and model ethical
values and every social institution has the
responsibility to promote the development of
good character;

Whereas Congress encourages individuals
and organizations, especially those that have
an interest in the education and training of
the young people of the United States, to
adopt the elements of character as intrinsic
to the well-being of individuals, commu-
nities, and society;

Whereas many schools in the United States
recognize the need, and have taken steps, to
integrate the values of their communities
into their teaching activities; and

Whereas the establishment of ‘‘National
Character Counts Week”’, during which indi-
viduals, families, schools, youth organiza-
tions, religious institutions, civic groups,
and other organizations focus on character
education, is of great benefit to the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
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(1) designates the week beginning October
17, 2010, as ‘‘National Character Counts
Week”’; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States and interested groups—

(A) to embrace the elements of character
identified by local schools and communities,
such as trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship; and

(B) to observe the week with appropriate
ceremonies, programs, and activities.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, today Sen-
ator GRASSLEY and I resubmitted a res-
olution designating the third week of
October as National Character Counts
Week. Last year, Senator GRASSLEY
and I worked together on the issue of
character education, and I am pleased
to continue to designate a special week
to this cause. I hope that with this res-
olution we may highlight the impor-
tance of character building activities
in schools not only this week but all
year long.

Since 1994, when the Partnerships in
Character Education Pilot Project was
first established, I have worked to com-
memorate National Character Counts
Week. Character Counts was founded
on a simple notion: our core ethical
values are not just important to us as
individuals—they form the very foun-
dation of democratic society. We know
that in order to face our challenges as
communities and as a Nation, we need
our children to be both well-educated
and trained—and that begins with in-

stilling character in our children.
Trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizen-

ship—these are the six pillars of char-
acter.

Character education provides stu-
dents a context within which to learn
those values and integrate them into
our daily lives. Indeed, if we view edu-
cation simply as the imparting of
knowledge to our children, then we not
only miss an opportunity, but we also
jeopardize our future.

The American public wants character
education in our schools, too. Studies
show that approximately 90 percent of
Americans support schools teaching
character education. Character edu-
cation programs work. Currently, there
are character education programs
across all 50 States in rural, urban and
suburban areas at every grade level.
Schools across the country that have
adopted strong character education
programs report better student per-
formance, fewer discipline problems,
and increased student involvement
within the community.

This renewed focus on character
sends a wonderful message to Ameri-
cans and will help reinvigorate our ef-
forts to get communities and schools
involved. With this resolution, it is my
hope that even more communities will
make character education a part of
every child’s life. I hope that my col-
leagues will support this important ef-
fort.

September 28, 2010

SUPPORTING “LIGHTS ON
AFTERSCHOOL”

The resolution (S. Res. 659) sup-
porting ‘‘Lights On Afterschool,” a na-
tional celebration of afterschool pro-
grams, was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 659

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs
provide safe, challenging, engaging, and fun
learning experiences that help children and
youth develop their social, emotional, phys-
ical, cultural, and academic skills;

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs
support working families by ensuring that
the children in such families are safe and
productive after the regular school day ends;

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs
build stronger communities by involving stu-
dents, parents, business leaders, and adult
volunteers in the lives of the youth of the
Nation, thereby promoting positive relation-
ships among children, youth, families, and
adults;

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs
engage families, schools, and diverse commu-
nity partners in advancing the well-being of
the children in the United States;

Whereas ‘‘Lights On Afterschool’”, a na-
tional celebration of afterschool programs
held on October 21, 2010, highlights the crit-
ical importance of high-quality afterschool
programs in the lives of children, their fami-
lies, and their communities;

Whereas more than 28,000,000 children in
the United States have parents who work
outside the home and 15,100,000 children in
the United States have no place to go after
school; and

Whereas many afterschool programs across
the United States are struggling to keep
their doors open and their lights on: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the
goals and ideals of ‘‘Lights On Afterschool”,
a national celebration of afterschool pro-
grams.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, today Sen-
ator ENSIGN and I have submitted a res-
olution designating October 21, 2010,
Lights On Afterschool Day. Lights On
Afterschool brings students, parents,
educators, lawmakers, and community
and business leaders together to cele-
brate afterschool programs. This year,
more than 1 million Americans are ex-
pected to attend about 7,600 events de-
signed to raise awareness and support
for these much needed programs.

In America today, one in four
youth—more than 15 million children—
go home alone after the school day
ends. This includes more than 40,000
kindergartners and almost 4 million
middle school students in grades six to
eight. On the other hand, only 8.4 mil-
lion children, or approximately 15 per-
cent of school-aged children, partici-
pate in afterschool programs. An addi-
tional 18.5 million would participate if
a quality program were available in
their community.

Lights On Afterschool, a national
celebration of afterschool programs, is
celebrated every October in commu-
nities nationwide to call attention to
the importance of afterschool pro-
grams for America’s children, families
and communities. Lights On After-
school was launched in October 2000
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